Molecular medicine: a primer for clinicians. Part IV: Cystic fibrosis and the power and limitations of molecular medicine.
Cystic fibrosis (CF) is among the most common genetic diseases in caucasians of Northern European ancestry. The cloning of the gene responsible for cystic fibrosis, the characterization of the product of the gene and identification of mutations occurring in CF patients are excellent examples of the potential clinical utility of molecular medicine. The ethical issues associated with the ability to identify carriers of CF mutations highlight the magnitude of the questions molecular medicine raises.